Low molecular weight proteins and the kidney: physiologic and pathologic considerations.
Low molecular weight proteins are normally, essentially, entirely catabolized by the proximal tubules. Physiological and pathological aspects of the renal interactions of three of these proteins: light chains, B-2 microglobulin, and myoglobin share similarities, but are also unique in certain ways. In pathological conditions, some may produce glomerular, proximal or distal nephron and/or vascular alterations.